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Results of an Opinion Poll

(TABLES)

Local Elections 2012


Publication Date: 29 September 2012
Fieldwork: 21-23 September 2012


Sample Size: 1,304 Palestinians 
(Jenin, Tulkarem, Nablus, Ramallah, Bethlehem, Hebron)
Margin of error:±2.5 percent
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	Section 1: Local Elections

	
	Total
	Jenin 
	Tulkarem
	Nablus
	Ramallah
	Bethlehem
	Hebron

	1. Municipal elections are scheduled for October 20 2012. Do you support or oppose the conduct of these elections?

	Support
	84.8%
	84.1%
	88.3%
	80.4%
	83.4%
	84.0%
	88.5%

	Oppose
	9.2%
	7.0%
	8.6%
	13.2%
	6.5%
	12.0%
	7.5%

	Not sure
	6.0%
	9.0%
	3.0%
	6.4%
	10.1%
	4.0%
	4.0%

	2. If municipal elections are held as scheduled on October 20, 2012, do you plan to vote?

	Yes
	71.6%
	70.9%
	75.3%
	72.4%
	80.5%
	70.5%
	62.3%

	No
	18.4%
	18.1%
	12.4%
	17.2%
	12.5%
	21.0%
	27.0%

	Not sure
	10.0%
	11.1%
	12.4%
	10.4%
	7.0%
	8.5%
	10.7%

	3. Will the recent protests influence how you will vote?

	Yes
	15.4%
	8.9%
	5.9%
	14.2%
	16.3%
	25.1%
	21.1%

	No
	84.6%
	91.1%
	94.1%
	85.8%
	83.7%
	74.9%
	78.9%

	4. Which do you prefer: the system where voters must select a whole list of candidates (as with the municipal council elections) or the system where voters can chose individual candidates?

	List system
	38.2%
	31.2%
	43.7%
	38.8%
	39.5%
	28.5%
	45.5%

	Voting for individual candidates
	50.1%
	60.3%
	37.6%
	53.6%
	52.0%
	57.5%
	41.1%

	No preference
	4.7%
	3.5%
	11.7%
	2.8%
	1.0%
	7.0%
	3.2%

	I don’t know
	7.0%
	5.0%
	7.1%
	4.8%
	7.5%
	7.0%
	10.3%

	5. Are you satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, or dissatisfied with the performance of the present local council in your community?

	Satisfied
	15.4%
	6.5%
	10.2%
	24.8%
	18.1%
	14.5%
	15.8%

	Somewhat satisfied
	29.7%
	13.9%
	30.5%
	35.6%
	41.2%
	22.5%
	32.4%

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	20.8%
	19.9%
	24.4%
	19.2%
	21.6%
	18.0%
	22.1%

	Dissatisfied
	32.8%
	58.2%
	33.5%
	19.6%
	18.1%
	45.0%
	27.3%

	Not Sure
	1.2%
	1.5%
	1.5%
	0.8%
	1.0%
	 
	2.4%




	
	Total
	Jenin 
	Tulkarem
	Nablus
	Ramallah
	Bethlehem
	Hebron

	6. In your view, what is the main reason that elections in many localities will feature only one list of candidates?

	Various factors including the economic crisis
	27.7%
	23.9%
	29.1%
	30.4%
	11.5%
	44.0%
	26.9%

	People wanted unified lists to avoid conflicts in the community
	23.1%
	30.8%
	28.6%
	19.2%
	15.5%
	22.0%
	23.3%

	Leadership of families and tribes  decided to form one list

	17.5%
	18.9%
	14.3%
	9.2%
	34.5%
	14.0%
	16.2%

	Hamas chose not to participate thus limiting the choices for voters
	17.1%
	10.0%
	11.2%
	24.0%
	23.5%
	10.0%
	20.9%

	Dominant parties pressured others into forming unity lists
	10.6%
	10.4%
	9.7%
	14.8%
	10.0%
	8.0%
	9.9%

	Other
	4.1%
	6.0%
	7.1%
	2.4%
	5.0%
	2.0%
	2.8%

	7. Percentage of respondents saying that the following characteristics of a candidate are very important.

	Personal reputation and ethics
	93.7%
	93.0%
	91.9%
	94.4%
	91.5%
	93.5%
	96.8%

	Being in touch with the needs of the community
	90.2%
	88.6%
	90.9%
	92.8%
	89.5%
	89.0%
	89.7%

	Professional competence
	79.9%
	84.6%
	61.4%
	84.0%
	83.0%
	75.0%
	88.1%

	Educational attainment
	68.6%
	75.1%
	53.3%
	67.2%
	55.0%
	74.5%
	82.6%

	Having access to influence on PA institutions
	66.2%
	77.6%
	68.5%
	62.4%
	61.0%
	56.8%
	70.8%

	Participation in the national struggle
	46.0%
	46.8%
	37.1%
	48.0%
	33.0%
	46.2%
	60.7%

	Supportive of women rights
	45.5%
	52.7%
	34.0%
	42.4%
	35.5%
	45.2%
	60.1%

	Being religious
	42.8%
	43.3%
	33.5%
	38.2%
	19.0%
	46.5%
	70.0%

	Being independent from any party
	35.7%
	43.8%
	28.4%
	27.6%
	36.0%
	32.0%
	45.8%

	The gender of a candidate
	17.8%
	14.9%
	22.3%
	19.6%
	15.0%
	13.0%
	20.9%

	Being from my family-clan
	12.7%
	7.5%
	13.7%
	19.6%
	7.0%
	13.0%
	13.4%

	Being from the party I support
	12.2%
	10.9%
	9.6%
	16.4%
	4.5%
	16.0%
	14.2%







	
	Total
	Jenin 
	Tulkarem
	Nablus
	Ramallah
	Bethlehem
	Hebron

	8. Out of the following, what is the MOST important characteristic to be found in the candidate you decide to vote for?

	Personal reputation and ethics
	25.6%
	27.0%
	31.0%
	24.4%
	23.0%
	34.5%
	16.6%

	Professional competence
	21.7%
	29.5%
	11.7%
	19.2%
	35.5%
	14.5%
	20.6%

	Educational attainment
	18.1%
	16.5%
	13.7%
	10.8%
	17.5%
	20.0%
	28.9%

	Being in touch with the needs of the community
	14.3%
	8.5%
	17.8%
	22.0%
	11.0%
	15.0%
	10.7%

	Being religious
	7.6%
	8.5%
	4.1%
	4.8%
	4.0%
	8.5%
	14.6%

	Having access to influence on PA institutions
	2.9%
	1.5%
	10.2%
	2.4%
	3.0%
	0.5%
	0.8%

	Participation in the national struggle
	2.9%
	5.0%
	1.5%
	6.0%
	1.0%
	3.5%
	0.4%

	Supportive of women rights
	1.8%
	1.0%
	1.5%
	4.8%
	0.5%
	1.5%
	0.8%

	Being from the party I support
	1.7%
	1.5%
	2.0%
	2.8%
	1.5%
	0.5%
	1.6%

	Being independent from any party
	1.6%
	1.0%
	1.5%
	 
	2.0%
	1.0%
	4.0%

	Being from my family-clan
	1.3%
	 
	5.1%
	1.2%
	0.5%
	0.5%
	0.8%

	The gender of a candidate
	0.5%
	 
	 
	1.6%
	0.5%
	 
	0.4%

	9. Out of the following, what is the SECOND most important characteristic to be found in the candidate you decide to vote for?

	Being in touch with the needs of the community
	26.8%
	26.0%
	35.5%
	31.7%
	35.0%
	19.0%
	15.4%

	Personal reputation and ethics
	20.9%
	24.0%
	20.8%
	17.7%
	18.0%
	22.0%
	23.3%

	Professional competence
	15.7%
	14.5%
	15.7%
	19.7%
	15.0%
	17.5%
	11.9%

	Educational attainment
	9.0%
	14.0%
	3.6%
	6.8%
	5.5%
	7.5%
	15.4%

	Being religious
	8.2%
	8.0%
	2.0%
	4.0%
	3.5%
	15.0%
	15.4%

	Having access to influence on PA institutions
	7.9%
	5.0%
	15.2%
	7.2%
	7.0%
	6.0%
	7.1%

	Participation in the national struggle
	3.5%
	3.0%
	1.5%
	3.6%
	4.5%
	6.5%
	2.0%

	Being independent from any party
	2.9%
	2.0%
	3.0%
	1.2%
	7.0%
	0.5%
	4.0%

	Supportive of women rights
	2.1%
	2.0%
	2.0%
	2.8%
	0.5%
	3.0%
	2.0%

	Being from the party i support
	1.3%
	0.5%
	 
	2.4%
	2.5%
	1.0%
	1.2%

	Being from my family-clan
	1.1%
	0.5%
	 
	2.0%
	0.5%
	2.0%
	1.2%

	The gender of a candidate
	0.7%
	0.5%
	0.5%
	0.8%
	1.0%
	 
	1.2%



	
	Total
	Jenin 
	Tulkarem
	Nablus
	Ramallah
	Bethlehem
	Hebron

	10. Percentage of respondents saying that the following community needs are very important priorities.

	Encourage economic investment and job creation
	87.1%
	90.0%
	83.2%
	89.2%
	84.9%
	89.0%
	85.8%

	Lower fees of services
	83.1%
	85.1%
	75.6%
	87.6%
	79.9%
	81.9%
	86.2%

	Improve health services
	81.8%
	89.6%
	73.6%
	76.8%
	75.9%
	84.0%
	90.1%

	Improve the opportunities of youth
	81.5%
	79.6%
	79.2%
	89.6%
	80.4%
	84.5%
	75.1%

	Guarantee equal access to services regardless family/party
	80.4%
	84.1%
	83.2%
	81.2%
	76.9%
	78.9%
	78.7%

	Improve schools
	80.0%
	83.6%
	67.5%
	79.2%
	74.4%
	83.0%
	89.7%

	Bring more security and social cohesion to the community
	76.8%
	80.1%
	65.5%
	83.2%
	70.9%
	80.5%
	78.7%

	Improve the water situation
	76.4%
	85.0%
	60.9%
	65.2%
	77.4%
	80.5%
	88.9%

	Improve the effectiveness to complete paper work
	75.5%
	81.6%
	73.6%
	75.6%
	72.4%
	72.0%
	77.1%

	Pave and fix the roads
	74.9%
	86.6%
	70.6%
	61.6%
	81.4%
	72.0%
	79.4%

	Improve the electricity situation
	74.8%
	80.1%
	61.9%
	65.6%
	75.9%
	76.5%
	87.7%

	Build/improve a/the sewage system
	73.8%
	85.1%
	66.0%
	65.6%
	72.4%
	74.0%
	79.8%

	Improve the services for the elderly and disabled
	67.3%
	81.1%
	48.7%
	67.6%
	62.8%
	67.5%
	73.9%

	Make efforts to clean up the community
	66.9%
	69.2%
	61.4%
	65.2%
	70.9%
	72.5%
	63.6%

	Improve the rate of collection of fees/taxes
	57.6%
	48.8%
	54.8%
	66.4%
	57.8%
	48.7%
	64.8%

	Improve the status of women
	55.3%
	53.2%
	47.7%
	56.0%
	45.7%
	56.5%
	68.8%

	Build/organize recreational, cultural, sports facilities/activities
	54.4%
	49.8%
	45.2%
	58.0%
	49.2%
	64.5%
	57.7%

	Build/ improve day care/pre-school
	53.2%
	50.7%
	43.7%
	52.0%
	52.8%
	54.0%
	63.6%












	
	Total
	Jenin 
	Tulkarem
	Nablus
	Ramallah
	Bethlehem
	Hebron

	11. From the needs of the community listed below, which one is the MOST important need in your opinion?

	Encourage economic investment and job creation
	27.2%
	20.4%
	24.4%
	24.0%
	27.6%
	36.5%
	30.2%

	Improve health services
	18.0%
	11.9%
	15.2%
	18.4%
	21.6%
	13.5%
	25.4%

	Improve opportunities for youth
	7.5%
	3.0%
	7.1%
	11.6%
	13.6%
	3.5%
	6.0%

	Improve schools
	6.6%
	8.5%
	4.1%
	6.8%
	4.0%
	5.5%
	9.9%

	Improve the water situation
	6.3%
	9.5%
	0.5%
	0.8%
	 
	13.5%
	13.1%

	Lower the fees of  services
	5.3%
	1.5%
	2.5%
	8.8%
	4.5%
	10.0%
	4.0%

	Pave and fix roads
	4.9%
	11.9%
	10.2%
	0.4%
	5.5%
	1.5%
	2.0%

	Bring more security and social cohesion to the community
	4.8%
	4.0%
	6.6%
	7.6%
	1.5%
	6.5%
	2.8%

	Guarantee equal access to services regardless of family/party
	3.9%
	4.5%
	8.6%
	5.2%
	3.5%
	1.5%
	0.8%

	Build/improve a/the sewage system
	3.5%
	10.0%
	5.6%
	0.8%
	3.0%
	2.5%
	0.8%

	Make efforts to clean up the community
	2.3%
	2.5%
	4.6%
	2.0%
	3.5%
	1.5%
	0.4%

	Improve the rate of collection of fees/taxes
	2.2%
	2.0%
	2.0%
	4.8%
	3.0%
	1.0%
	0.4%

	Improve the status of women
	1.9%
	1.5%
	2.0%
	2.8%
	3.5%
	1.0%
	0.8%

	Improve services for the elderly and disabled
	1.7%
	4.0%
	0.5%
	2.4%
	1.5%
	1.0%
	0.8%

	Improve the effectiveness to complete paper work
	1.5%
	0.5%
	2.0%
	2.8%
	2.5%
	0.5%
	0.4%

	Improve the electricity situation
	1.0%
	1.5%
	2.5%
	 
	0.5%
	 
	1.6%

	Build/organize recreational, cultural, sports facilities/activities
	0.8%
	2.5%
	1.0%
	0.4%
	0.5%
	0.5%
	0.4%

	Build /improve day care/pre-school
	0.3%
	0.5%
	0.5%
	0.4%
	 
	 
	0.4%












	
	Total
	Jenin 
	Tulkarem
	Nablus
	Ramallah
	Bethlehem
	Hebron

	12. From the needs of the community listed below, which one is the SECOND most important need in your opinion?

	Encourage economic investment and job creation
	14.9%
	11.4%
	16.8%
	19.6%
	15.6%
	16.0%
	9.9%

	Improve opportunities for youth
	11.5%
	11.4%
	13.7%
	14.4%
	10.6%
	11.5%
	7.5%

	Improve schools
	11.5%
	7.0%
	13.2%
	11.6%
	8.0%
	6.5%
	20.6%

	Lower the fees of services
	10.0%
	3.5%
	11.2%
	12.8%
	11.1%
	12.5%
	8.7%

	Improve health services
	7.2%
	8.5%
	7.1%
	8.4%
	5.0%
	4.5%
	9.1%

	Improve the water situation
	6.8%
	6.5%
	0.5%
	1.6%
	0.5%
	13.5%
	16.7%

	Guarantee equal access to services regardless family/party
	5.9%
	6.5%
	7.6%
	4.8%
	11.1%
	1.5%
	4.8%

	Bring more security and social cohesion to the community
	5.7%
	7.5%
	4.1%
	4.8%
	4.5%
	10.5%
	3.6%

	Improve the electricity situation
	3.8%
	8.0%
	2.0%
	1.2%
	1.0%
	5.5%
	5.6%

	Pave and fix roads
	3.4%
	4.0%
	6.1%
	2.4%
	3.5%
	3.0%
	2.0%

	Build/improve a/the sewage system
	3.2%
	7.0%
	3.0%
	1.2%
	2.0%
	5.5%
	1.6%

	Improve the services for the elderly and disabled
	3.0%
	7.0%
	2.0%
	1.6%
	5.5%
	1.5%
	1.2%

	Improve the effectiveness to complete paper work
	2.8%
	1.0%
	2.5%
	4.4%
	8.5%
	0.5%
	 

	Make efforts to clean up the community
	2.8%
	2.5%
	5.1%
	1.2%
	5.0%
	2.0%
	1.6%

	Improve the rate of collection of fees/taxes
	2.6%
	1.5%
	2.0%
	6.8%
	3.0%
	1.0%
	0.8%

	Build/organize recreational, cultural, sports facilities/activities
	2.3%
	6.0%
	1.0%
	0.8%
	1.0%
	4.0%
	1.6%

	Improve the status of women
	2.2%
	0.5%
	2.0%
	1.6%
	4.0%
	 
	4.4%

	Build /improve day care/ pre school
	0.4%
	0.5%
	 
	0.8%
	 
	0.5%
	0.4%







	Section 2: Political Views

	
	Total
	Jenin 
	Tulkarem
	Nablus
	Ramallah
	Bethlehem
	Hebron

	13. Out of the following national leaders, who do you respect the most?

	Mahmoud Abbas
	38.7%
	46.5%
	45.7%
	35.2%
	39.0%
	33.5%
	34.5%

	Ismael Haniyeh
	13.7%
	6.6%
	8.6%
	15.2%
	9.0%
	14.5%
	25.0%

	Mustafa Barghouthi
	7.9%
	5.1%
	7.6%
	9.2%
	10.5%
	9.0%
	6.3%

	Ahmad Saadat
	6.1%
	2.5%
	1.5%
	6.8%
	11.5%
	10.0%
	4.4%

	Salam Fayyad
	3.5%
	6.6%
	5.1%
	2.4%
	4.5%
	3.0%
	0.8%

	None of the above
	30.0%
	32.8%
	31.5%
	31.2%
	25.5%
	30.0%
	29.0%

	14. Which one of the following parties do you support the most?

	Fatah
	39.8%
	53.7%
	42.9%
	40.4%
	46.7%
	35.2%
	24.1%

	Hamas
	11.7%
	4.5%
	7.7%
	14.8%
	7.5%
	14.6%
	18.6%

	PFLP
	3.9%
	1.5%
	2.6%
	2.8%
	10.1%
	4.5%
	2.4%

	Mubadara
	3.5%
	1.5%
	4.1%
	2.0%
	8.0%
	2.0%
	4.0%

	DFLP
	1.0%
	 
	1.5%
	1.2%
	0.5%
	1.0%
	1.6%

	PPP
	0.8%
	0.5%
	2.0%
	0.8%
	1.5%
	0.5%
	 

	Islamic Jihad
	0.8%
	 
	 
	 
	 
	4.5%
	0.4%

	Hizb Tahrir
	0.7%
	1.0%
	1.0%
	0.4%
	 
	 
	1.6%

	Popular struggle
	0.2%
	 
	 
	 
	0.5%
	 
	0.4%

	Fida
	0.1%
	 
	 
	0.4%
	 
	 
	 

	Other
	3.5%
	1.0%
	7.1%
	0.4%
	4.0%
	4.0%
	4.7%

	No one
	34.1%
	36.3%
	31.1%
	36.8%
	21.1%
	33.7%
	42.3%
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